
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




STANFORD 
UBRARIES 



THE 



BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY. 




REPORT 



t7WN ran 

PRESENT COXDITION OF RHODESIA, 

PKKBKXTri) TO Tin: UlRECTOiW 

J. F. JONES, Esq., C.M.G., 

Joint Mttnagrr mm/ Sterelary qJ lAe Brttuh South AJrica Company. 



PRIKTED TOB THE IKFORMATIOIf OF 8IIABEH0LI)1<UIS. 



5th FEBRUARY. 1903. 



^«^- 



h 

i^ 



LONDON : 

WATBRLOTT AND SONS LIMITHD, PRINTERS, 

LONDON WALL. 



~] 



r 



8. 



315* 



f 



REPOR' 

yoini Manager ai 



G E R MA isr 



A F R I C A 




EAST 



25: 



TABLE OF RAILWAY DISTANCES. 

Sundard South African Gauge, 3 ft 8 ins. : 



Vktbukg 


to Bulawayq ... tm miles opeu. | 


BULAWATO 


,, SALlSBintY ... aoo '., 


,, 


Salisbuky 


„ Umtau 170 ,. 


„ 


Umtau 


M Beika 906 .. 


^^ 


GWBLO 


.. Sblukwk ... 2S M 


in construction 


BULAWAYO 


;. WaNKIB ... ISl .. 


opoo 


Wankik 


., Coalfield ... 42 „ 


in cooMivclifliL 


Coalfield 


M Victoria Falls 75 .. 


projected 


BULAWAYO 


.. GWANDA ... 104 .. 


m construction. 




.. MA20B 36 .. 

Uvniw Gauge, 3 ft. 


projected. 


Sausbuky 


„ Ayeshiee ... 76 miles open. | 


AYISHUtB 


,. ThbAlaseaMine 30 „ 




Rattwaytopen 


...■■■■■i 




. . .^ ^E ^ ^ 




• ••••agj 


Tdcgrmphs 





1 



ZJO* East of Or^iKi 



Scmkm of SuunteUleE 

y ^y y 



jp 



5am/ord!t GeoglKataiHiCfwioru 



CONTENTS. 



PAQX 

XVftUwftjTB ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• at* ••• ••• *■ 

Do. Mileage of 2 

Do. Under oonstniction 3 

Do. Route of 3 

Do. Payability of 4 

Do. Debenture Debt 6 

Do. Revenue and Expenditure 8 

Do. Rates ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 8 

Do. Passeoger Fares 9 

Do. Railway Accommodation 9 

Do. PortofBeira 10 

Coal 4 <& 20 

Do. Wankie Colliery 4 <& 20 

Victoria Falls 5 

Electrical Power 6 

Oopper ••• ... ••• ••• ... ... ... ... ... ••• ds 21 

AjVBUX ••• •.• •.• ••• ••• ... ..• ••• ... ... ••• ••• V 

■ililO ••• •.. ... ••• ••• ... •*• ... ... ... ..• ••• o 

xruu ... •*• ... •.• ••• ... ... ..• ... ••. .*• ••• V 

Over-sea Freights 10 

Mining Industry ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 12 

Do. Output 17 & 19 

Do. Dredging 17 

Do. Five-stamp Batteries 17 

Do. Mining Law 18 

Do. Mines Revenue and Expenditure 20 

Do. Requirements of the 21 

Native Labour 21-23 

Agriculture 23 

Indian Com 24 

Cotton ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 24 

Tobacco 24&25 

Fruit 25 

Posts and Telegraphs 26 

Towns and Public Works 2G 

Climate 27 

Revenue and Expenditure 27 

Summary and Conclusions 28 



APPENDICES. 



zVi^^ATlK BBAR s ••• ••# ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

B. — HiSTOBT OF RAILWAT8 

C. — Rhodksia Bailwats: Debbnturb Dbbt ahd Pbobablb Net Eab!(INC» 

D. — Gold Oorpirr 

E. — Mining Dbpabtmbnt : Bbvbncb and Expbnditubb 

P.— PosTAQB Rates, 1892 

O.— FosTAQB Bates, 1903 

H. — Tblbphoni Tabivv 

I. — TELBOBAPn Tabifp 

J. — Mb. T. O. Davit's Bbpobts, Summabies of 



PAGE 

30 
31 
37 
38 
39 
iO 
40 
41 
41 
43 



BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY. 



15, St. Swithin's Lanb, E.O., 

London, 1903, 
To 

THE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTORS, 

The British South Africa Company. 
Gentlemen, 

In aooordanoe with your instruotions I left Southampton on SaturdiEty the 
16th August, 1902, for the purpose of prooeeding to Rhodesia, and now have the 
honour to submit the following report. (For Itinerary see Appendix A.) 

I arrived at Cape Town on the 2nd September, 1902, and while there I had 
opportunities of conferring with Mr. J. A. Stevens, the Company's Agent, upon many 
subjects affecting the general business of the British South Africa Company and of the 
Railway Companies. 

I also had the pleasure of meeting Mr. MoEwen, the General Manager of the Cape 
Government Railways, Sir S. R. French, the Postmaster General, and Sir David Gill, 
the Astronomer Royal, and of discussing with them several matters of importance 
relating to the interests of Rhodesia and of the Railway Companies. 

I then accompanied Mr. Beit, Dr. Jameson and Sir Lewis Miohell during the 
whole of their recent visit to Rhodesia, and was present with them at the numerous 
conferences which, as Directors of the British South Africa Company, they had with 
the various public bodies throughout Rhodesia. 

I devoted special attention to the commercial aspects of ^e Company's work, 
and have framed this report principally with the object of furnishing you with the 
facts to which my attention was specially directed, and the conclusions which I have 
formed as to the position and prospects of Rhodesia from a commercial point of view. 

RAILWAYS. 

I propose first to deal with the railways of Rhodesia, because, of all the 
factors which are to-day contributing to the rapid expansion of the industries of the 
country, the railways are, in my opinion, of the first importance. 



I travelled over the whole system from end to end, both on the main lines and 
the extensions. I visited the various railway works and inspected the plant and 
rolling stock, and, having also had the opportunity of comparing the conditions 
existing upon these lines with those to be found in other parts of South Africa, I 
desire to take the earliest opportunity of assuring you of the high standard of 
excellence to which the Bhodesian railways have attained. 

In Appendix B I have recapitulated, for convenience of reference, the history of 
the Bhodesia railways from their inception to the present time. 

In 1889 the British South Africa Company was authorised to construct a railway 
from Kimberley to Vryburg. From that date the work of railway construction has 
never ceased, with the result that to-day, 13 years later, the Company has been 
instrumental in constructing and equipping 1,639 miles of railway, while financial 
arrangements have also been made for a further 554 miles and upon which con- 
struction has already been commenced, making a total of 2,193 miles. 

These railways, I would repeat, compare moat favourably with any in South 
Africa, both as regards construction and cost. 

The importance of the Bhodesian railway system in the develox)ment of South 
Africa may be illustrated by the following figures: — 

Bhodesia 2|193 miles. 

Cape Colony 2,396 „ 

Natal 612 „ 

Orange Biver Colony 442 „ 

Transvaal • 895 „ 

The whole of the railways in Bhodesia (with the exce^^tion of the branch line 
to the Ayrshire, which is of 2 ft. gauge) are of the standard South African gauge 
of 3 ft. 6 in. The Bhodesia Bailways main line runs from Vryburg through 
Bulawayo to Salisbury, where it joins the Mashonaland Bailway Company's system, 
which connects Salisbury with the port of Beira on the East Coast. The line from 
Vryburg to Gwelo is worked by the Cape Government Bailways staff, and that from 
Gwelo to Beira by the Mashonaland Bailway Company. 



Tho extensions and branches now under construction are: — 

{a) Bulmcayo to the Wankie Coalfield. — The engineers expect to reach the 
collieries in April next and the construction of the line beyond that point to 
the north will then be carried on without interruption to the Victoria Falls of 
the Zambesi. Financial arrangements have been made to extend this line beyond 
the Falls to the valuable deposits of copper now being developed in Northern 
Khodesia. This extension will thus foim a main line through the centre of 
British South Africa. 

(b) Bulatcayo to the Gicanda goldfieuls. — This line is now under construction. 
The earthworks have been completed and plate-laying is in progress. 

(c) Chcelo to the Selukwe district, — Work has been commenced and should bo 
completed in March next. 

(d) Salisbury to the Ayrshire Jfwi^.— This line was completed and opened 
in August last. 

(e) Salisbury to t/ie Mazoe district, — A branch line to this district will be 
constructed so soon as the survey is completed. 

Mr. Beit, Dr. Jameson, and Sir Lewis MichcU were in Rhodesia during the 
greater part of my stay there. They were greatly impressed by the excellent 
manner in which the work of construction has been carried out by the contractors, 
Messrs. Pauling and Company, and still more by the wisdom and foresight which 
governed the late Mr. Bhodes' railway policy. Even to-day, were it necessary or 
possible to reoommenoe railway construction in Rhodesia, in no single instance could the 
system he laid down be improved upon. For this result the British South Africa 
Company is greatly indebted to the invaluable services of Sir Charles Metcalfe, Bart., the 
consulting engineer for the Bhodesia Railway system. 

The location of the main line was determined by one comprehensive mind, and so 
soon as the various branch lines about to be constructed have been completed, every 
mine of importance now at work in Rhodesia will be within 20 miles of a line of 
railway* 



The oonstniotion of the Ehodesia Eailways has been Buoh that, with the exception 
of the Umtali-Beira Section, upon which the gradients are neoeBsarily very heavy, the 
trains maintain an average rate of speed equal to, if not greater, than that on any 
other South African Bailway. 

On the whole of the Rhodesia railways — ^with the exception of the short section 
from Vryburg to Mafeking — steel rails of the standard weight, 60 lbs. per yard, have 
been employed. The light rails originally laid down on the Vryburg-Mafeking 
section are now being taken up and replaced by rails of the heavier pattern. The 
Ehodesia railways will thus bear comparison with any in South Africa, while 
the gradients are easier than on other lines. With the completion of the steel bridges 
over all the rivers and spruits, there has been a gratifying freedom from serious 
accident. 

One point greatly in favour of the Rhodesia railway system, and a guarantee of 
its payability, is the fact that all the lines have been, or are being, built to places 
where sufficient traffic to give an adequate return upon capital has been, or is, 
assured in advance. 

As a director representing the interests of the British South Africa Company on 
the Board of the Wankie Coal Company, I met Mr. S. E. Price, the engineer of the 
colliery in Bulawayo, and he informed me that he will be ready to deliver coal of the 
highest quality immediately railway communication is established. 

The initial output from the Wankie Colliery will not be less than 300 tons daily, 
and Mr. Price also informed me that as soon as railway communication makes the 
transport of heavy machinery possible, he will be able to increase the output to 
1,000 tons per diem if necessary. 

It is not possible to give accurate figures regarding the cost of coal in the near 
future in various parts of the coimtry, but it will probably be safe to calculate upon a 
price varying from 30s. to 32s. per ton at Bulawayo and Gwanda to 40s. per ton at 
Salisbury and the mining districts of Mashonaland. 

It is hardly possible to exaggerate the benefits which a regular output of first-class 
coal will confer upon the whole of Ehodesia. At the present time the crushing mines 



constitute a serious drain upon the timber in their immediate neighbourhood. Each 
succeeding supply of fuel has to be transported from a greater distance than the 
previous one, and the managers are thus compelled to pay an increasing price each year 
for their fuel. 

The output of coal from the Wankie Colliery will ensure to all mines a considerable 
reduction in the present cost of fuel, and in many cases a saving of at least 50 per 
cent, will be effected. It will therefore have the immediate effect of reducing working 
expenses and increasing profits. 

As an illustration I may instance the case of one mine in the neighbourhood of 
Bulawayo, which, I was informed, at present consumes wood fuel daily to the value of 
£15, wliile the engineer estimates that 5 tons of coal per diem at 30s. a ton would 
fully meet the requirements of the mine, a saving of, say, £2,500 per annum. 

The railways have hitherto been compelled to use partly imported coal and partly 
wood. So soon as the Wankie coal is available an enormous saving in the working 
expenses may be anticipated ; while the earnings, and consequently the profits, will be 
largely increased by the revenue derived from the carriage of the ooal to other consumers. 

To replace the timber now being destroyed replanting is being carried out. The 
Rhodes Trustees are doing most valuable work in this respect, and I saw hundreds of 
thousands of young trees ready for planting out at their farm in the Matopos. 

From the Wankie colliery the line will be pushed on north-west to the Victoria 
Falls with all speed. Sir Charles Metcalfe returned to England with me to settle with 
Sir Douglas Fox and Partners the details of the bridge to be thrown across the Zambesi, 
tenders for which will be called for inmiediately. 

The Victoria Falls, which present a spectacle of extraordinary grandeur and beauty, 
will certainly attract a large tourist trafiic. These Falls are double the width of the 
Niagara Falls and more than twice the height, being one and a-quarter miles in width, 
and nearly 400 feet high, while the Niagara Falls are only half-a-mile wide and 158 feet 
high. 

In order that construction may not be interrupted on the arrival of the rails at the 
river, it has been arranged to take the engines and other plant required for construction 
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over the river above the Falls on ponts, and to oonstruot an aerial tram over the gorge 
below the Falk for transporting the permanent way material. From the Falls the 
progress will be uninterrupted to the rich mineral deposits situated in the bend of the 
Eafue river. 

With vast deposits of copper, lead, zino and iron to the north, an inexhaustible 
coal supply to the south, and unlimited water power, I think the time is not far distant 
when advantage will be taken of these facilities for the inauguration of important 
industrial enterprises in the neighbourhood of the Falls. 

A few years ago the transmission of electrical power for a distance of 50 miles was 
regarded as an impossibility, but to-day, in Oalifomia, it is successfully transmitted 
nearly 300 miles ; and the time is probably approaching when the enormous water 
power available at the Victoria Falls will be utilised to generate electricity for 
transmission to the mines in Northern and Southern Rhodesia. 

In Bulawayo I met Mr. T. G. Davey, the engineer to the Northern Copper and 
the Ehodesia Copper Companies, under whose supervision the valuable mineral deposits 
situated in the hook of the Kafue are being energetically opened up and developed by 
those Companies. He travelled with me to England, and his repoi^ts upon these 
properties have since been published. 

The copper, zinc and lead deposits promise to rank among the richest in the world, 
and Mr. Davey estimates that from one mine alone, he will be in a position to guarantee 
the railway 300 tons of ore daily so soon as it reaches the workings. This traffic by 
itself would ensure the profitable working of the section from the Falls to the Kafue 
properties. 

The total debenture interest payable on the authorised debenture issue of the 
llhodesia Railways Company will amount, when these debentures are all issued, to 
£267,271. 6s. Od. The net earnings on the Vryburg-Bulawayo section (586 miles), 
from 1st November, 1901, to 31st October, 1902, amounted to £202,112. 7s. 3d., while 
the interest charge for the section only amounted to £100,000. The above figure of 
£202,112. 7s. 3d. does not include the £30,000 annual subsidy paid in respect of this 
section by the Imperial Government and the British South Africa Company. 



For the six months during whioh it has been open, the SaUsburj-Ghr elo section 
(188 miles) has earned £23,021. 58. 7d. On the same basis a full year's earnings 
would amount to £46,0-42. lis. 2d. net. The Bulawayo-Qwelo section is also now 
open for traffic ; it is too soon yet for returns to have been received, but the net 
earnings can safely be estimated at £15,000 per annum. In short the full Bulawayo- 
Salisbury section (300 miles) is beginning to show a net revenue at the rate of 
about £61,000 per annum, or considerably more than the interest charge on that 
section. The opening of the Wankie section will add a further 203 miles to the 
system, and I feel sure that the earnings of this section will not be less than 
£55,000 per annum. 

The total net annual earnings of the whole system, on this most conservative 
estimate, would therefore be £318,000, leaving out of account the earnings that may 
legitimately be expected from the traffic of the further 504 miles under construction. 

The figures given in Appendix 0, I think, show that I am not taking an 
unduly optimistic view of the situation. 

I feel confident that I have considerably under-estimated the earning power of these 
lines, and that the above fig^es will be largely exceeded. I therefore think that the share- 
holders of the Rhodesia Railways Trust possess a most valuable and lucrative property, 
as there can be no doubt but that when the extensions are completed, the earnings of the 
Rhodesia railway system will easily suffice to pay a dividend on the share capital after 
providing for its debenture debt. During the past year the Vryburg-Bulawayo 
section has earned more than double the amount necessary to pay interest on cost of 
construction (see table. Appendix B), and the balance will be appropriated towards 
paying the interest on the funds raised for lines at present under construction. 

The Salisbury-Gwelo section serves the mining districts of Hartley, Sebakwe, 
Qwelo, Selukwe and Battlefields, where many important mines, such as the Globe nnd 
Phoenix, the Selukwe, the Wanderer, the Bonsor and North Boiisor are situated. 

The Salisbury-Beira section has not yet attained the advantageous position occupied 
by other sections of the Rhodesia railway system, and possibly the reason for tliis is not 
sufficiently well known. The line traverses some miles of very low-lying country 
between the Coast and the Portuguese border, and during the wet season has 
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hitherto always hoen liable to interruption by floods. It has therefore so far only 
been able to earn a profit during some eight months of the year. 

In spite of these drawbacks, however, the position is rapidly improving, as appears 
from the following statement of the Revenue and Expenditure of this section for 
the past two years : — 

Hevenue. Expenditure. Profit. 

Tear ended 30th Sept., 1901 £300,118 £276,596 £23,522 

Tear ended 30th Sept., 1902 316,736 229,332 87,404 

The opening of the line to Gwelo should considerably increase the traffic on this 
section and, since the British South Africa Company guarantees the interest upon the 
debentures of the Mashonaland Railway, this rapid improvement is of great importance. 

Under Sir Charles Metcalfe's advice careful records have been kept for 
some years past with a view to ascertaining the amount of work which it would be 
necessary to carry out in order to enable the railway to be worked uninterruptedly 
during the whole of the rainy season. Mr. Beit and Sir Charles Metcalfe had many 
consultations with the Resident Engineer, Mr. Soley, and the necessary expenditure 
having been authorised, Mr. Soley is confident that he will successfully accomplish his 
task. 

While in Rhodesia the Directors met all the public bodies and discussed with tliem 
the important question of Railway rates. As the position of the railway was 
so highly satisfactory, the Directors considered that they might recommend to 
the Board the following reductions in the rates between Vryburg and Gwelo, viz. : — 

£3. 13s. 4d. per ton of 2,000 lbs. on agricultural implements and machinery. 

£3. 3s. 4d. per ton of 2,000 lbs. on mining material, furniture, woollen 
goods, &c., and 

£1. Os. Od. per ton of 2,000 lbs. on foodstuffs, liquor, clothing and general 
goods. 

I am of opinion that the continued increase of traffic will make further reductions 
lK)ssible in the near future without detriment to the financial interest of the railway 
companies. A comparison of the transport rates now in force with those obtaining 
in previous years, when transport was solely dependent on ox wagons, may not 
be altogether uninteresting. For example, in normal seasons the rate from Mafeking 



to Bulawayo — a distanoo of only 500 miles— was £12. lOs. to £17. lOs. per ton ; 
the time occupied being about two months, while in 1896, owing to the rinderpest and 
the rebellion, the rate was at one time as high as £100 per ton. 

On the lihodesia Eailways the passenger fares now are 3d., 2d. and Id. per mile 
for Ist, 2nd, and 3rd class respectively for local traffic, and 2^., l|d. and Id. for 
through traffic. 

From Bulawayo to Cape Town, 1,361 miles, the fares have been reduced to 
£14. 3s. 7d., £9. 18s. 6d. and £5. 13s. 5d. (about 2^., l£d. and Id. a mile) 
respectively, and the fare for the Train de Luxe has been reduced from £20 to 
£15. 158. Od. 

A return journey to the Coast for a single fare once a year has also been offered to 
families and individuals resident in Rhodesia. 

From Salisbury to Beira, 375 miles, the fares are £7. Os. Od., £4. 148. Od. and 
£2. 7s. Od. respectively. 

An arrangement lias been made with the Cape Government Ilailways under 
which circular tourist tickets available for one month will be issued at £30, 1st class, and 
£20, 2nd class, for all stations on the Cape and Rhodesia railways. 

It is also proposed to hire saloon carriages for one month or longer to persons 
wishing to visit the chief objects. of interest in South Africa at a charge which 
will include catering. These facilities will be available over the whole of the 
South African railway systems, and will, I believe, attract travellers and shooting 
parties, since the saloon will be able to be taken to any part of the system and kept for 
as long as desired in a siding as a headquarters for shooting trips. 

The accommodation provided on the ordinary passenger trains in Rhodesia is the 
same as that on the Cape Government Railways, while the Train-de-Luxo is equal 
to any sleeping car or first class accommodation on the Continent or in England. 

This train contains dining and sleeping cars, an observation car and lounge, with 
kitchens, pantries, lavatories and batlirooms. The excellence of the accommodation to 
be found on this train, which was, I may mention, placed at the disposal of Thi^ir 
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Royal Higlmesses the Prince and Piincess of Wales during their recent visit to South 
Africa, and has latterly been used by Mr. and Mrs. Cliamberlain, has never previously 
been approached in Africa. 

For the high standard of the whole of the rolling stock in Rhodesia, the Railway 
Companies are greatly indebted to the valuable advice of Sir Douglas Fox and Partners. 

Beira is the port through which, in my opinion, the bulk of the Southern Rhodesia 
goods traffic will flow. It is situated on a sand spit, and its climate compares favour- 
ably with the majority of the ports on the East Coast. There is an excellent harbour, 
equal to any in South Africa, with good and safe anchorage. 

The land on the banks of the Pungwe is the property of the Railway Company 
and when the volume of trade justifies such a step, it will doubtless be found good 
policy to construct ample landing and shipping wharves. The depth at low tide at 
these wharves would be about 36 feet. 

The Directors found the Portuguese authorities most wiUing and anxious to 
facilitate the work of the railway company, recognising that the future of Beira is 
inseparably bound up with the progress of Rhodesia. 

Before leaving the subject of railways, I should like to refer to the excellent work 
accomplished by the Railway Department at Bulawayo, in the construction and 
working of armoured trains during the late war ; notably, after the relief of Maf eking, 
the construction parties repaired the damage done to the line by the Boers sufficiently 
to enable a train, with provisions and ammunition, to enter the town a few hours after 
the relief. 

OVER-SEA FREIGHTS. 

Second only in importance to the railway rates, is the question of the freights 
charged by shipping companies for over-sea transport. 

The prosperity and economic development of Rhodesia are dependent to a very 
large extent on the rates of freight at which gold mining companies, merchants, and 
the public generally can ship their goods, and there is much to be said in support of 



11 

the view that the Conference of South Airioan Steamship Lines, by maintaining 
rates of freight at an unduly high level for many years past, has been responsible 
to a great extent for the high cost of living and development in a country where 
at present practically every requirement of the settler has to be imported. 

Under these circumstances, the British South Africa Company decided to place 
all its freight contracts with those lines of steamships which would imdertake to 
give fair and reasonable rates to what may be described as the ordinary or private 
shipper as distinguished from public authorities or governments, and, as far as possible, 
to treat all alike, as railway companies must do under the Acts of the Imperial 
Parliament. On these conditions the British India Steam Navigation Company 
and Messrs. B. P. Houston & Company coinmenoed their regular sailings to South 
Africa in July last. 

The saving effected by the reduction in the rates of freight can best bo 
estimated by a comparison of the rates previously charged by the Conference lines 
with those charged by the new lines : — 

TO CAPE TOWN AND ALGOA BAY. 

Highest Rate. 

Conference Lines - - - £2 7 6 + 10 per cent., per ton. 
Houston Line - - - 1 12 6 per ton. 

Saving - - - £0 15 per ton. 
TO BEIRA. 

Highest Rate. 

Conference Lines - - - £4 + 10 per cent, per ton. 
British India Line - - - 1 15 per ton. 

Saving - - - £2 5 „ 

The following are some of the benefits which will accrue to Bhodesia through 
the reduction in shipping rates: — 

(1) The Government and the railways will effect a saving in 
administration. (The Mashonaland Railway Company on the Beira-Salisbury 
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section, of only 300 miles, is now saving £12,000 per annum on the transport 
of coal alone). 

(2) Gold mining companies will effect a material saving in the cost of 
mining machinery and stores, which will bring about a corresponding reduction 
in working costs. 

(3) Living will become cheaper, since many of the necessaries of life have 
at present to be imported. 

(4) Immigration will be encouraged. 

(5) The development of the country will proceed more quickly. 

(6) British manufactures will be able to compete on more equal terms 
with foreign manufactures which, under present conditions, can be imported 
into South Africa at lower rates. 

I have discussed this question with representatives of the Imperial Govern- 
ment and of the South African Governments, who, I am led to hope, will take 
similar action for the public good, in which event we may soon hope to see a 
free and open market in the South African shipping trade, with a consequent all- 
round reduction in tlie existing rates of freight. 

TUE GOLD MINING INDUSTRY. 

To those who are acquainted with the many difficulties and obstacles which 
beset the mining industry in the initial stage of its development, it is a matter 
for congratulation tliat it is to-day possible to point to such a liighly satisfactory 
position in Ehodesia. 

It is not my intention to make any lengthy reference to the obstacles which 
had to be surmounted in the past, as I think the time has arrived when they may 
well be forgotten, and every energy brought to bear upon attaining further expansion 
and prosperity. 

I had an opportunity of travelling through some of the mining districts with 
the Directors, and among the more important mines visited may be mentioned the 
Selukwe, the Wanderer (Selukwe), Bonsor, Jumbo, Ayrshire, Penhalonga and 
Bezende. 
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The Gwanda district is at the present time a scene of great activity. Of the 
Matabele Gold Reefs and Estates group, several mines, which for various unavoid- 
able causes had to suspend milling operations, are now, under the able supervision 
of Mr. Dwight Huntley, in a position to resume crushing. 

At the Geelong and Geelong Valley, the recent developments have been attended 
with most gratifying results. At the end of October, Mr. Huntley estimated that 
the ore in sight amounted to 53,000 tons, of an average value of 15 dwts., while 
new strikes of ore have been made in the Geelong itself giving probably 12 dwts. 
over three feet. The Valley main shaft is down considerably over 500 feet. 

In the case of the Eagle- Vulture, Mr. Huntley informed me that crushing was 
suspended solely on account of lack of water. The new dam, with a capacity of 
40,000,000 gallons, will entirely obviate any future interruption f;*om this cause, and 
the pipe line to the mill having been completed, crushing has been recommenced. 
There is sufficient ore of a value of 15 dwts. to ensure the continuous running of 
the 15-stamp mill. 

The Jessie Mine is opening up satisfactorily, and there is a 15-8tamp mill on 
the ground, but I gathered from Major Heany that it may pay the Company better 
for the present to crush the ore at a neighbouring battery or a central mill. 

At the West Nicholson Mine the developments during 1902 revealed the existenoe 
of three parallel reefs, which are now being driven upon. The main shaft is down 
over 500 feet, and the prospects of the mine are regarded as being in every 
way satisfactory. On 31st October, 1902, Mr. Huntley estimated that there were 
70,000 tons of ore in sight, valued at from 8 to 12 dwts. per ton, besides a vast 
tonnage of lower grade ore. Fifty extra stamps are now on their way to the mine 
to be added to the existing 10-stamp mill. 

The Imani and Ibis properties, belonging to the Lnani Gold Mining Company, an 
offshoot of the V.V. (Gwanda) Syndicate, will shortly commence crushing, a lO-stamp 
mill being in course of erection. The developments, however, on the Ibis especially, 
tend to show that the proposition wiU be a larger one than was at first anticipated. 
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The Sabiwa and Long Johjiy belonging to the Sabiwa Company, are also giving 
excellent results under development, and a large tonnage of highly payable ore has 
already been developed. 

In the neighbourhood of Bulawayo the Red and White Eose commenced 
crushing in March last with a 20-stamp mill, to which a cyanide plant was added 
in August. The monthly returns have been uniformly good, whilst, I believe, the 
working costs are less than on any other mine in Ehodesia of similar character. 
The yield has maintained an average of about 12 dwts. over the plates. The 
value of this property is likely to be considerably enhanced by the recent discovery 
of a third reef giving excellent assay results. 

In the Belingwe district the Sabi met with considerable difficulties in its 
early stages owing to the erratic nature of the reef. Beports tend to show that 
these difficulties have now been overcome, and that the mine should have a profitable 
future. 

The Killamey-Hibemia, in the same district^ is regarded as a most promising 
property, and is expected to carry at least 20 stamps. 

In what is known as the Battlefields district, north of Gwelo, a large amount 
of development work is being carried out, and it is probably here that the greatest 
benefit will be derived from the recent arrangement established by the Board for 
the encouragement of small owners and prospectors. Under this arrangement 
750 tons a month from each block of 10 claims may henceforward be crushed free, 
subject only to a royalty of 2J per cent, in the event of the profits reaching 
£100 per mensem. 

The Morven mine is another property of which I heard encouraging accounts, and 
I have since had an opportunity of perusing the more recent reports of this mine 
which fuUy confirm the views expressed to me locally. 

The Selukwe mine has arrived at the dividend-paying stage; and its yield 
has been remarkably consistent. With the reduction in working costs, which 
will result from the completion of the Qwelo-Selukwe railway, the profits earned 
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should be considerably inoreased. Daring the past 12 months, the lowest monthly 
return from the mill was 2,566 oz., when part of the mill was shut down, and 
the highest 3,685 oz., while from cyanide the lowest monthly yield was 1,200 oz., 
and the highest 1,812 oz. 

The dividends for the past year have been at the rate of 20 per cent, per 
annum, and there is every probability of an increase in the near future. 

On visiting this mine we were all much impressed by the excellent and careful 
manner in which the property is managed. The mine employs about 1,000 natives,* 
and may be commended as an example of what may be effected by judicious 
management. The sick rate is insignificant; desertions are almost unknown, and 
so far from experiencing any lack of labour, natives are frequently turned away 
or have to wait for vacancies. 

In the same district, at the Wanderer, an experiment of a most interesting nature 
has lately been successfully completed. There has been installed, for the first time in 
Ehodesia, one of the London and Hamburg Company's dry crushing plants, capable 
of treating up to 12,000 tons per month, at a very low cost. The trial crushings 
have given highly satisfactory results, and the plant, so far as one can judge at 
present, appears to be admirably adapted for large low-grade propositions, such as the 
Wanderer. 

At the Bonsor, crushing was resumed in March last, and it is hoped that no further 
intemiption will occur. 

Work is also in progress at the North Bonsor and the Yankee Doodle. 

In the Owelo and Sebakwe district, the Globe and Phoenix, which has earned 
large dividends, has, during the past year, experienced considerable difficulty in keeping 
its mill running, owing to its inability to secure sufficient native labour. Efforts are now 
being made to obtain from the Imperial Authorities permission to import labour for this 
mine from India. 

Other mines in the Sebakwe district are the Chicago-Gaika, the Shamrock and Boee 
of Sharon, all promising properties which are approaching the crushing stage. 
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The Antenior has reoommenoed crushing, and it is confidently anticipated that the 
water diflBcidty, which was responsible for the stoppage, has now been overcome by 
means of the new dam. 

In the Hartley district, the Beatrice mine, which is situated some 30 miles from the 
railway, has unfortunately been compelled to suspend crushing owing to the difficulties 
which it has experienced in obtaining sufficient supplies of fuel at a reasonable price. 
The value of the ore taken from the mine during the time the mill was running was 
exceptionally high, and as the persistency of the reef in depth is believed by competent 
authorities to be assured, it is hoped that it may be possible later to restart the battery. 

In the same district are situated the Inez, Golden Valley, Glendarra and other 
properties on which development work is proceeding. 

In the Mazoe district the Jumbo mine is now ready for flotation. This mine, to 
which full reference is made in the recent report of the United Rhodesia Goldfields 
Limited, is certainly one of the most promising so far discovered in Ehodesia. 
According to the report of Mr. Henry, the consulting engineer to the mine, the reef is 
of great width and high value ; in the east and west drives together, for instance at the 
200 ft. level, over a distance of 103 feet the average width is 5 feet 7 inches, with the 
enormous average value of 4 ozs. 1 dwt. per ton, and he calculates that every 100 feet 
opened up, i.^., every new level gained would, on the present assay value, have a value, 
approximately, of £250,000. 

The latest information made public is contained in a cable, dated 27th November, 
1902, stating that at the 200 ft. level from No. 3 shaft, the reef has been driven upon 
for a distance of 310 ft., the average width being 5 ft. and average value 45 dwts. 

It is proposed to put up a first installation of 30 stamps so soon as the short line of 
railway to the Mazoe district is completed. 

In the Lomagundi district, the work done during the past year on the Ayrshire 
Mine fully confirms the first estimates as to the value of the property, and that the ore 
maintains its value in depth. 

The light railway from Salisbury reached the mine on the 13th August last, and 
the 60-stamp mill with cyanide plant has been shipped. 
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The Ayrshire is one of the largest propositions in Bhodesia, and one which will 
conduce highly to its prosperity, first as a gold producer, and, secondly, as an employer 
of labour, both European and native, on a large scale. 

I look forward with high expectation to the time when this and other large mines, 
such as the Jumbo, the Penhalonga, and the Sabiwa will have reached the crushing 
stage, as the beneficial effect upon the economic conditions of the country must be very 
marked. 

In the XJmtali district over 12,500 feet of work has been accomplished at 
the Penhalonga mine, where upwards of 200,000 tons of ore have been opened up. 
The average width of the reef is reported to be over 8 feet with an assay value of not 
less than 8 dwts., and as it is possible to work the mine by means of adit levels to a 
depth of 150 feet below the'present third level, working costs will be exceptionally 
low, while water power is available to drive the 40-stamp mill which it is intended 
to erect in the first instance. 

The construction of a branch line of railway from Umtali to the mine is now 
under consideration. 

The Eezende Mine in the Umtali district, is a small proposition which has been 
crushing with a 10-stamp mill since September 1900 with satisfactory results. 

The accompanying diagram gives the monthly output of Bhodesia to the 31st 
December, 1902. 

In this report I have merely referred to some of the more prominent mines, and it 
will be readily understood that it is quite impossible to make a detailed reference to the 
many other promising properties, upon which much time and labour is being expended ; 
many of these will materially augment the output of gold in the near future. 

In addition to quartz mining, it is possible that gold dredging may shortly become 
another profitable branch of the industry. The beds of many of the larger rivers, 
especially in Mashonaland, are known to carry alluvial gold. 

The Directors while in Bhodesia recommended to the Board that the owner of 
a block of ten claims should be allowed to crush up to 750 tons a month with a 5-8tamp 
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mill free of any cliarge, except that in cases where a profit of upwards of £100 per month 
might be earned, a royalty of 2^ per cent, should be payable to the Company. The 
principle was agreed to by the Board, and tliis departure should largely conduce to the 
prosperity of the country. The owner will be permitted either to crush the ore himself 
with a 5-stamp battery, or to sell it to any company owning a central mill to be 
crushed on the same terms, and I believe that the erection of central mills will prove not 
only a source of profit to the companies owning them, but will also exercise a very 
marked influence on the progress of the mining industry. 

In many instances a S-stamp mill could be erected at a very early stage in the 
development of a property, in order that during the work of development the property 
might be to some extent self-supporting ; but there is another still more important aspect 
of the case. There are known to exist in Bhodesia many small reefs of high value which, 
while not of sufficient size to warrant the erection of a large reduction plant, are rich 
enough to make a handsome return to the small owner or prospector by means of a 
5-stamp mill, and I feel sure that this system will be largely adopted in many parts of 
the country. 

I think there is no doubt but that this arrangement will also encourage a largo 
number of prospectors to enter the country, and, in the opinion of those best qualified to 
judge, there is a strong probability that the work done on apparently small reefs vrill 
in certain cases eventually lead to the discovery of large propositions. 

The Attorney General has recently been requested to draft a new Mining Law, 
embodying provisions for the mining of gold, copper, coal, base metals, minerals and 
precious stones. The draft will be submitted to the Chambers of Mines at Salisbury 
and Bulawayo for their criticisms and recommendations before its introduction as a Bill 
in the Legislative Council. 

The new law will embody the following recommendations sanctioned by the 
Board on the advice of the Directors when visiting Bhodesia : — 

(1) British South Afinca Compant/'s interest on flotation. — Provision for a 
uniform charge on flotation of 30 per cent, in lieu of 60 per cent. In other 
respects the principle hitherto followed by the British South Africa Company 
in regard to flotations will be adhered to. 
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(2) Beserred areas. — No further reseiTations of prospecting areas for xuimag 
oompaniee or indmduals will be made, unless it should lo in the interests of the 
public that this should be done. 

(3) Coal. — Free prospecting for coal will be allowed with the right to the 
prospector to select an area on payment of a rental of '^0$« per annum )vr 
100 acres, and a royalty of Is. per ton on coal raised. 

(4) Copper. — Copper areas will be allowed to be peggvxl of the sire of a blvvk 
of 30 gold claims, in any shape, and carrying vertical rights. A Uocnce of i.* "> jht 
month per area will be payable. 

(5) Diamonds. — Provision vnll also be made for the i>ro?iHx*ti«g and working 
of diamonds. 

The total number of claims registered on the 31st March, IdOiy was lOrj^^t*. The 
mines at present crushing represent of tliis total only 2,018 claims. It is seU-evidout, 
therefore, that a very small proportion of successes is required in order to increase 
materially the present yield of gold. 

That there will be some failures in the future, as there have boon in the piv^t, is 
only to be expected ; but Mr. Garthwaito, the Company's Eesident Enginoor, who 1ms 
had opportunities of visiting every district and who has examined every mine of 
importance in the country, has stated that, in his opinion, the percentage of 
successful mines will probably compare favourably with that of any other quarta gold 
mining country in the world. 

In Rhodesia, moreover, the number of failures, after tlio crushing stage has 
been reached, has been so far comparatively small, and for this tlie country is largely 
indebted to the present mining law, under which every proposition for the flotation 
of a property as a gold producer must be submitted to the British South Africa Com- 
pany, which only allows such as show a reasonable prospect of proving suooessf ul to go 
to flotation. 

The output of gold dates frcMn 1898, when 100 stamps produced 16,378 on. Of 
these stamps, however, only 60 had commenced orushing in September, 1898, and the 
balance were started in November of that year. 
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In 1899 the output was 56,742 oz. from six mines crushing for various periods 
with 140 stamps. In 1900 the figures were 85,366 oz. from eight mines milling with 
180 stamps and five prospecting batteries. 

In 1901, 172,035 oz. were produced from 13 mines, 245 stamps and four prospecting 
batteries, while for the last year the output reached a total of 194,170 oz. from 
13 mines and two prospecting batteries. 

Appendix D gives the monthly output of Rhodesia from 1898 to the end of 
1902. 

The number of stamps at present working in Rhodesia is 370, of which 60 represent 
prospecting batteries ; 68 additional stamps are in course of erection, and 240 stamps 
are on order. 

The revenue of the Mines Department has increased from £1,459 in 1892 to 
£77,543 for the year ending Slst March, 1902, while the expenditure for the same 
periods was £5,927 and £16,539 respectively. 

In Appendix E will be found the revenue and expenditure of the Mines 
Department, 

COAL. 

I have already directed attention to the many advantages which a local supply 
of coal will confer upon every branch of industry in Rhodesia. 

The latest workings at the Wankie colliery amply confirm the earlier reports of 
Messrs. Forster, Brown and Rees as to the quality of the Wankie seam. Mr. Price, the 
Engineer, states that he will be ready to export coal in April next when it is believed 
that the railway will reach the mine, and he expects to be in a position to raise 300 tons 
daily at that time. . • 

In Bulawayo I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Pingstone, who has established a 
most completely equipped laboratory there, and he informed me that the result of a 
recent analysis of Wankie coal made by him led him to believe that with the exception 
of the best Welsh coal, a better steam coal could not be found. 
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COPPER. 

In Southern Ehodesia copper is known to exist in the Lomagundi and Victoria 
districts, but it is in Northern Ehodesia that the most valuable deposits have so 
far been discovered. Evidence has been accumulating for some time past that 
Northern Ehodesia will shortly become a producer of minerals upon a large scale ; 
and,. in view of the importance of this fact to the British South Africa Company 
and to the Ehodesia Eailways, I beg to direct special attention to the extracts from 
the reports of Mr. T. G. Davey, the Consulting Engineer to the Northern Copper 
and the Ehodesia Copper Companies, which are included in Appendix J to this 
Eeport, 

EEQUIEEMENTS OF THE MINING INDUSTET. 

For the early and successful development of the Mining Industry in Ehodesia 
the following are essential : — 

(1) Cheap and efficient transport. 

(2) Cheap fuel. 

(3) Adequate supplies of unskilled labour. 

With regard to transport, as I have already shown, in a few months every 
important crushing mine will be within easy reach of the line of railway, and in many 
cases arrangements are being made by the mining companies to provide transport from 
the railway to the mines by means of light tramways or by the use of traction engines. 

An adequate supply of fuel at a reasonable cost will be available on the completion 
of the various branch lines of railway now under construction. There only remains, 
therefore, the question of unskilled laboiir. 

NATIVE LABOUE. 

From all I was able to learn on the spot the difficulty of obtaining an adequate 
supply of unskilled laboiir does not appear to be insuperable, although it may require 
time and patience to find a completely satisfactory solution. I gathered that the 
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supply of labour varies not only from district to district but from mine to mine. 
Some mine managers scorn to cxpcrionco little or no trouble in securing and retaining 
a permanent and adequate supply, whilst others are invariably shorthanded and have 
to make the best of very indifferent material. 

At the Selukwe, for instance, where upwards of 1,000 boys are employed, the 
mine neai'ly always has its full complement. Also at some of the mines in the Gwanda 
district more labour is forthcoming than can be made use of, and the boys have 
remained on some properties for four and five years. That tlie personal qualifications 
of the mine and compound managers enter very largely into the calculations of the 
natives there can be no doubt ; also that for no apparent reason they frequently take 
a strong aversion to a particular mine, which in consequence finds the greatest 
difficulty in obtaining labour. The nature of the rock also influences the boys, as 
they naturally prefer to work where the conditions most readily lend themselves to 
the easy accomplishment of the allotted task. 

The reports of the Inspectors of Compounds tend to show that the natives are 
well housed and well fed ; that they receive adequate remuneration, and that their 
general welfare is looked after in every possible way. I was particularly struck with 
the care which was being exercised in this respect at several of the properties which 
I visited. On many mines hospital huts are provided for the sick, and the services 
of a medical man are in most cases within easy reach. 

From the most recent figures obtainable, I gather that out of nearly 8,000 
natives at work in the mines in Matabeleland, at the moment less than 600 are 
aboriginal natives of Southern Bhodesia. These figures, I think, show conolosively 
that, in view of the large native population of Southern Rhodesia, considerably more 
may be done in the matter of obtaining a more adequate local supply. The supply 
of Shangaans from the Portuguese territories on the East coast — the best mining 
boys available — has lately been increasing, and there is every reason to hope that 
the inducements offered will attract them in still larger numbers. 

As contrasted with the Ehodesian native, the Shangaan is a man of considerably 
higher type, who has greater incentives for the acquisition of money, and having 
to travel a long way to reach the mines is more disposed to settle down and 
work for a longer period. 
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Another point which may be regarded as wholly satisfactory is that the 
northern extension of the railway is rapidly nearing large and populous districts, 
from whence a considerable augmentation of the labour supply should be derivable. 

Personally, I attribute the recent failure of the local supply to the fact that for 
years past the native has been easily able to earn from £2 to £3 a month and his food, 
and having practically no wants, a very short spell of work enables the aboriginal native 
to retire to the old life of idleness at his kraal. The only contribution he pays 
to the State is a hut tax of 10s. per annum, which, in my opinion, might be 
materially increased without inflicting any hardship upon him. An increased tax 
would undoubtedly bring about some improvement in the supply of laboiir, and also 
produce a most beneficial effect in tending to correct the deplorable habits of 
idleness which at present exercise such a baneful influence upon the status of the 
indigenous native population. 

Another diflSoulty with which mine managers have had to contend has been the 
frequency and ease with which large numbers of natives have deserted with impunity 
when it pleased them to do so. The Native Pass Ordinance recently sanctioned 
by the Legislative Council will go far to cheek this evil, while affording protection 
to the native in other directions. 

The efforts which for some time past have been made by the mining community 
to render the conditions of work more attractive to the native labourers are, in 
my judgment, having considerable effect, as is evidenced by the increasing number of 
natives from outside that Lave recently sought employment in the country. Bearing 
this in mind, and also the fact that large and hitherto untouched supplies of 
labour from the north will shortly be available, I am not disposed personally to take 
a pessimistic view of the question. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The task of developing a new country always presents many difficulties. It is 
not, therefore, surprising that Rhodesia should have had to contend with many and 
serious obstacles which have retarded the progress of the agricultural 'industrji and, 
for the time being, rendered the importation of stock inadvisable. 
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So far as agriculture is conoemod, most of the difficulties have now been sur- 
mounted. The area under cultivation is rapidly increasing, and with the importation 
of the steam implements which the loss of draught cattle has rendered necessary, 
there is every probability of the agricultural industry being speedily established on a 
firm and profitable basis. 

The native grain of the country is Indian com (Mealies). Ehodesia is a " Com 
Country." Those who know what this means to man and beast in America and 
Argentina, will understand what a sure foundation it affords for an agricultural 
community upon which to build its fortunes. 

Indian com is grown by the natives, first for their own consimiption, and secondly 
to trade, and a ready and increasing market is found at the various mines throughout 
the country. 

Since life and property have become secure, the acreage under cultivation (chiefly 
Indian com) has grown from 348,585 acres in 1898, when the first reliable statistics 
became available, to 534,505 acres in 1902, and the area, I am told, is increasing year 
by year. 

During my journeys through the country, and especially on the line to the Wankie 
colliery, I was hardly ever out of sight of mealie gardens, which extend for mile after 
nule throughout the country wherever the land is suitable. 

There is probably no surer industry to embark on in Ehodesia to-day than 
the production of Indian com on a large scale. The average price per cental (100 lbs.) 
delivered at Bulawayo or at the mines, varies from 10s. to ISs., as against 3s. 9d. 
at Chicago, and 4s. 6d. in Liverpool. A crop of 30 to 50 bushels per acre can be counted 
on, and land can be had almost at a gift by those who are prepared to undertake 
its cultivation. The pioneers in the industry would soon acquire an asset yielding 
a safe annual return which might form the starting point of a Land Mortgage 
Company. 

Experiments in cotton and tobacco planting are now being conducted on an 
extensive scale with every prospect of success. Cotton of excellent quaUty grows wild 
in many districts, and samples recently submitted to experts in England have been 
most favourably reported upon. 



25 

Some of the samples submitted for examination, although old and disooloured, 
were stated to be superior to middling American, and better than the common East 
Indian, and were valued at from 4d. to 5^. per lb. The cotton was stated to be of 
prolific growth, good hard staple, but not long. 

The Administration has secured an ample supply of several varieties of seed, with 
a view to testing thoroughly the capabilities of the various disiricts where it is believed 
that cotton will thrive. 

Tobacco has been grown with success for some years past, but so far has only been 
cured in the elementary fashion obtaining in the Transvaal, and experiments will be 
carried out with a view to preparing the product for the market in a more scientific 
manner. 

The cultivation of many varieties of English and Colonial fruits is rapidly 
extending, and as it will be many years before the supply can meet the demand, 
fruit-growing may be looked upon as a profitable pursuit. 

Over a large portion of the country the soil is a rich red loam capable of growing 
anything, and the country being extremely well-watered, irrigation has rarely to be 
resorted to in order to enable two crops to be reaped in the year. With the 
employment of steam implements the agricultural industry should make immense 
strides in the near future. 

In 1896 the outbreak of rinderpest practically denuded the country of live*stock, 
and when the serious losses caused by that disease were gradually bdng made good, the 
unfortunate outbreak of redwater, which occurred last year, again caused very heavy 
mortality. This disease, of course, is not by any means uncommon in South Africa, 
although the recent outbreak was, I regret to say, of an unusually severe type. On the 
initiative of the Board, the other Governments of South Africa have combined 
wifth the Ehodesian Administration to secure the services of Professor Eoch the 
eminent bacteriologist. He is now on his way to Rhodesia to investigate the 
disease upon the spot, and it is hoped that his efforts to trace its origin and to 
discover a remedy may be attended with success. 
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POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS. 

Excellent postal and telegraph services exist throughout the territory. Whilst 
in Ehodesia the Directors recommended certain reductions in the postal, telegraph, 
and telephone rates which have since come into force. 

Appendices F to I contain information with regard to these services. 



TOWNS AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

The European population of Salisbury is some 2,500, and the assessed value 
of rateable property in June, 1902, was £1,019,625. The European population of 
Bulawayo is about 6,000, and the rateable property is valued at £1,950,000. 

The Municipal Councils of Salisbury and Bulawayo are deserving of every credit 
for the progress the towns have made in spite of adverse circumstances which can 
only be fully realised by those acquainted with local conditions. 

Although the present population in SaKsbury is comparatively small, the surveyed 
township, for which the Municipality is responsible, covers an enormous area, and 
I think it redounds greatly to the credit of the authorities that all the important streets 
are well kept and fairly lighted. 

With the Directors I met the Mayor and Councillors of Salisbury and Bulawayo 
who discussed various questions affecting the interests of their towns. 

The raising of a loan for the purpose of providing a water supply and electric 
light for the town of Salisbury, both of which it is thought should be municipal 
assets, are under consideration. 

Bulawayo already has an installation of electric light, and has also a water supply 
laid on throughout the town; both these works were successfully carried out by 
private enterprise. 

Bulawayo, Salisbury and Umtali possess fine parks admirably laid out and well 
kept. 
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Anyone visiting Bhodesia for the first time must be greatly impressed with the 
excellent and snbstantial buildings to be found in. every town. Ghurohes, libraries, 
schools, clubs, hotels and private residences are substantially built of brick or stone. 
In Bulawayo many of the larger buildings are constructed of the red and white 
freestone found in the neighbourhood of the town, which adds greatly to their 
appearance. This stone which is found in great abundance is of excellent quality, so 
good in fact that it is being exported to Kimberley to be used in the memorial which is 
being erected in memory of those who fell during the siege. 

In all the towns, turf, gymkhana, polo, cricket, football, tennis and golf clubs have 
long been established and are all keenly supported. 

OLIMATB. 

It would, I think, be difficult to find a finer climate than that of Rhodesia, and, 
although I was there just before the rains broke, which is the hottest period of the year, 
the climate was most temperate, while the nights were invariably cool. 



REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

During the years following the native rebellion, when an extraordinary 
expenditure, which will not recur, had to be met, the growth of the revenue, as 
will be seen from the following summary, has been most satisfactory, while the 
expenditure has been kept as low as possible consistently with an efficient administration 
of the government of the country. 



Revenue ... 
Expenditure 



1898-9. 



269,086 
826,263 



1899-1900. 



325,180 
715,276 



1900-1. 



406,467 
639,239 



1901-2. 



£ 

435,256 

710,000 



In considering these figures, regard must be had to the enormous expenditure on 
Police, which it is hoped may shortly be modified. Given an expenditure under this 
head proportionate to the present requirements of the country, and bearing in mind the 
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increasing revenne derivable from customs, mines and other sources, the balancing of 
the revenue and the expenditure comes within measurable distance. The net revenue 

derived from customs for the year 1900-1901 amounted to £87,150. 

In the succeeding year the net revenue amounted to £124,115, 

while for the current year the revenue from this source is estimated at ... £135,000. 

Hut-Tax revenue is estimated at £105,000, 

the whole of which will, however, probably be absorbed in the cost of native 
administration. 

The revenue of the Mines Department has averaged about £80,000 per annum 
for the last three years, but a considerable increase under this head is anticipated. 



SUMMARY. 

The above facts lead me irresistibly to the conclusion that a new era in the history 
of Bhodesia has already commenced. The railways have more than fulfilled my most 
sanguine expectations, and their future is assured. Eeasonable rates for oversea 
transport have been obtained. Cheap coal in inexhaustible quantity and of first 
class quality will shortly be available for the industries of the country. The native 
population now enjoys a condition of peaceful prosperity undreamed of before the 
occupation of the country by the Company, and I am confident that the labour 
difficulties, which are by no means at the present time acute, will be overcome. 

The country is steadily recovering from the stagnation inevitably occasioned 
by the South African war, and progress and prosperity founded upon a sure basis 
are now in sight. 

The mining industry has entered upon a new phase, and all doubts as to the 
highly payable nature of the gold deposits have been set at rest. With the new 
facilities of cheap transport and cheap fuel it will be possible to work low grade 
propositions at a profit, and I venture to predict that within the next two years the 
output of gold will be more than doubled, while I also look forward to the 
development of an important and increasing coal industry, and to the rapid opening up 
of copper and other mineral deposits. 



29 

The prospects for agriculture were never previously so bright. Facilities now exist 
for the employment of steam machinery. Markets for produce of all kinds are extend- 
ing, and the existence of the railways will enable the radius and area of cultivation 
to be continually increased. The initiation of other local industries has already 
commenced and may be confidently expected to continue ; and, in this connection, the 
immense potential energy of the Victoria Falls must not be forgotten. 

From the foregoing the Board will gather that my recent visit to Ehodesia leads 
me to believe that the shareholders of the British South Africa Company are to be 
congratulated upon its present prospects ; for I think it may be said without fear of 
contradiction that never before has Bhodesia been in such a thoroughly sound position 
as it occupies to-day. 

I have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 

J. F. JONES, 
Joint Manager and Secretary. 

London, 
bth February, 1903. 
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APPENDIX A. 



ITINERARY. 

Southampton to Cape Town. 

I^ft Southampton on board the "Carisbrook Castle," Saturday, 16th August; arrived 
Cape Town, Tuesday, 2nd September. 

KiMBBRLBT. 

Left Cape Town, Saturday, 6th September; arrived Kimberlcy, Monday, 8th. 

BULAWAYO. 

Left Kimberley, Saturday, 13th ; arrived Bulawayo, Monday, 15th. 

Wankie Extension. 

On Saturday, 20th, travelled for 52 miles along the Wankie Extension to the Saw 
Mills; returned the following day. 

GWELO. 

Left Bulawayo, Thursday, 25th ; arrived Gwelo same day. 

Selukwe. 
Arrived Selukwe, Friday, 26th. 

Salisbury. 
Left Selukwe and Gwolo, Sunday, 28th ; arrived Salisbury, Monday, 29th. 

TJmtali. 
Left Salisbury, Sunday, 5th October; arrived Umtali the same day. 

Bbira. 

Left Umtali, Tuesday, 7th October; arrived Beira following day. Mr. Beit and 
Dr. Jameson left for Johannesburg. 

Umtali. 
Left Beira, Friday, 10th ; arrived Umtali, 1 1th. 

Salisbury. 
I^ft Umtali, Wednesday, 15th ; arrived Salisbury the same daj« 

Bulawayo. 
Left Salisbury, Friday, 17th ; arrived Bulawayo, 18th. 

Wankif. Extt^nsion. 
TrayelleT to rail-head on the Wankie Extension. 
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KiMBERLET — JOHANNESBURG. 

Left Bulawayo, Monday, 27th, via Kimberley, arriving Johannesburg, Friday, Slst. 

Caps Town. 
Left Johannesburg, Monday, 3rd November ; arrived Cape Town, Wednesday, 5th. 

Southampton. 
Left Cape Town on board the ** Briton," Wednesday, 12th November, and arrived at 
Southampton, Saturday, 29th. 



APPENDIX B. 



HISTORY OF RAILWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND EQUIPPED THROUGH THE 
INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY FOR 
THE SERVICE OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 

1. In 1889 the British South Africa Company waa authorised to construct a railway 
from Kimberley to Yryburg — 126 miles — ^in consideration of which the Company received a 
grant of 6,000 square miles of land in British Bechuanaland carrying mineral rights, with 
a promise of a further similar grant if the line were extended to Mafeking. 

The work was commenced in November, 1889 and the line was opened to Yryburg on the 
3rd December, 1890. This section was taken over by the Cape Qovernment at cost price, and 
the Cape Government also received 4,000 out of the 6,000 square miles of land. 

2. In 1893 it was decided to construct the Yryburg-Mafeking Section and for this purpose 
it was considered advisable to form a separate Company. The Bechuanaland Railway 
Company was accordingly incorporated on the 24th May, 1898. 

This Company acquired the further grant of 6,000 square miles of land above referred to. 

Work on this section was commenced in May, 1893 and the line was formally opened 
on 3rd October, 1894. The distance is 96 miles and the cost was a little under £235,000. 
The necessary funds were advanced by the British South Africa Company, which accepted 
6 per cent, debentures issued by the Railway Company. These debentures under an agreement 
dated 4th August, 1893, were exchanged for the same nominal amount of 5 per cent, 
debentures. 

3. On the 3rd August, 1894, an agreement was entered into with the Imperial Qovernment 
for the extension of the railway from Mafeking to Palachwe, a distance of 262 miles. The 
first section of 92 miles to Gaberones was opened on the 1st March, 1897, and the line reached 
Palachwe on the 1st June, 1897. 

4. The serious outbreak of Rinderpest in 1896-1897 which entirely dislocated the whole 
of the ox-transport in the country, rendered imperative the extension of the railway to 
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Bulawayo. The difficulties occasioned by the extermiDation of the cattle were enormously 
increased by the native rebellion which immediately followed the appearance of the disease. 
The line was pushed on vigorously from Palachwe to Francistown, a distance of 102 miles, 
and on the 1st September, 1897, was opened to that point; on the 19th October the rails 
reached Bulawayo, a further distance of 126 miles. The line was formally opened by the 
High Commissioner, Sir Alfred Milner, on the 4th November, 1897. Under an Agreement 
dated 15th November, 1897, the whole system from Vryburg to Bulawayo was worked by the 
Cape Government. On the completion of the line to Palachwe the Railway Company became 
entitled to the subsidies of £20,000 and £10,000 per annum payable by the Imperial Govern- 
ment and the British South Africa Company respectively. 

The funds for the construction of the line from Vryburg to Bulawayo were provided by 
an issue of £2,000,000 5 per cent, debentures. 

The following Table gives the revenue and expenditure exclusive of the subsidy of 
£30,000 per annum mentioned above, on the line between Vryburg and Bulawayo, from 
October, 1894 to September, 1902. 

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 



For 1 3 months ending ) 

Slst Oct., 1895 -I 

Year ending Slst Oct., 1896 

Yearending31stOct.,1897 ^ 

Year ending Slst Oct., 1898 
Year euding Slst Oct., 1899 
July to Oct., 1900 inclusive* 
Year ending Slst Oct., 1901 
Year ending Slst Oct., 1902 



Miles open for 
Traffic. 


Eeceipts. 




Expenditure. 


Net Earuings. 


iDterott Chcrgea. 




£ R. 


d. 


X 8. d. 


£ 


B. 


d. 


£ 8. d. 


96 


25,126 U 


1 


13,050 4 5 


12,076 


9 


8 


17,683 17 


96 


61,574 13 


11 


23,060 15 8 


38,513 


18 


3 


16,382 5 


1 Mar., 219 


i 194,084 14 














1 July, 357 


7 


127,197 2 2 


66,887 


12 


5 


41,316 1 9 


1 Sept., 459 














586 


405,236 8 





305,942 10 1 


99,293 


17 


11 


99,821 17 4 


586 


359,657 6 


1 


238,402 8 10 


121,254 


17 


3 


100,000 


586 


174,473 8 


11 


99,290 13 7 


75,182 


16 


4 


100,000 


566 


384,821 10 


8 


246,990 9 3 


137,831 


1 


5 


100,000 


586 


438,545 15 


1 


236,433 7 10 


202,112 


7 


3 


I.IO.OOO 




2,048,620 11 


4 


1,290,367 10 10 


753,153 





6 


676,204 1 1 



From November, 1899, to June, 1900, the line was in the hands of the Imperial Military Authorities. 



Whilst the extension of the main line from the Cape was proceeding from the South, the 
construction of a line to Mashonaland from the East Coast was being pushed forward as rapidly 
as possible. 

On the 11th June, 1891, a treaty was concluded between Great Britain and 
Portugal by which the latter agreed to construct, or cause to be constructed, a railway 
from the port of Beira to Rhodesia. The Portuguese Government granted the right to 
construct this line to the Mozambique Company, who in torn transferred their powers to 
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Mr. H. Van Ijaun, and on the 7th December, 1891, these rights were ceded to the British 
South Africa Company, by whom the Beira Railway Company was formed and incorporated 
in July, 1892. 

These rights included the right to charge a 3 per cent, ad vcUoi^ein duty on all goods in 
transit, precious metals excepted; a right which might well have proved a drag on the 
production and consumption of Rhodesia. 

Mr. Rhodes seized an opportunity to buy this right from the Portuguese concessionaires, 
and it now forms part of the security for the 4 ^ per cent, debentures of the Beira Railway. 

This railway was at the outset constructed as a narrow gauge line of two feet gauge. 
The first section, a distance of 76 miles from Fontesvilla, was opened on the 10th October, 
1893, the second section to Chimoio in November, 1894, and the border was reached on 
the 22nd February, 1898. 

The Beira Junction Railway Coirpany was registered on the 17th July, 1895, for the 
purpose of constructing the 35 miles of railway between Beira and Fontesvilla, a small village 
situated on the Pungwe River, to which point up to that time the only communication with 
Beira had been by boat. This section was completed on the 29th October, 1896. Up to this 
point the work had lain entirely within the Portuguese strip of low and unhealthy country 
which separates the uplands of Rhodesia from the eea. 

Although the period occupied in building this comparatively short line from Beira to Salis- 
bury seems to have been unnecessarily protracted, it must be borne in mind that the difficulties 
to be overcome were almost superhuman. In the rainy season the low-lying country which the 
line traversed became one vast swamp, and the earthworks were constantly washed away, while 
the severe type of malarial fever which prevails throughout the coast belt caused an enormous 
amount of sickness among the employees. To-day, however, the journey through the low 
count ry is rapidly and harmlessly accomplished by rail. The difficulties of the task were still 
further increased by the very heavy gradients. Before reaching the Rhodesian plateau the line 
rises 2,000 feet in 180 miles and a further 2,000 feet in the succeeding 25 miles. 

On the 13th April, 1897, the Mashonaland Railway Company was formed with a nominal 
capital of £450,000 to construct a line from the Portuguese border to Salisbury, a distance of 
177 miles. This line was built of the standard gauge 3 ft. 6 ins. An agreement was entered 
into between the British South Africa Company and the Railway Company, under which the 
former undertook to provide the necessary funds and to construct the line. Work was 
commenced on the 11th January, 1898, and the line was completed in May, 1899. 

It was subsequently found that the original narrow gauge line of the fieira Railway 
between Rhodesia and the sea entailed considerable delay and expense owing to the necessity for 
transferring all goods from one line to the other, at the border ; it was therefore decided to 
take up and relay the line to the standard gauge. This work was impeded by reason of the 
fact that, shortly after it was commenced, it had to be suspended to enable General 
Carrington's Force of 5,000 men with horses, guns, stores and equipment, to be transported 
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over the line. It was, however, finally completed and handed over on the let August, 1900, 
and on that date an arrangement was come to for the workmg of the entire system, from 
Beira to Salisbury, 375 miles, under one management. The total cost of the railway, from 
Salisbury to XJmtali, was £1,650,000 for construction, £70,685 cost of substituting steel for 
wooden bridges, £20,000 for extra stations, and £30,000 for rolling stock, making a total of 
£1,770,685. 

The total debenture debt of the Mashonaland Railway Company is £2,500,000, interest 
on which is unconditionally guaranteed by the British South Africa Company for 22 years 
from the 1st October, 1897. The cost of the Beira Railway, from Fontesvilla to the Border, 
was £769,035, and the cost of widening the line was £850,000. The funds for constructing 
and equipping this line were raised by the issue of debentures at various times, amounting, in 
all, to £1,000,100. In 1900 the debenture debt was consolidated by the exchange of 
the different classes of 6 per cent, debentures for 4^ per cent, debentures and 6 per cent, 
income bonds, secured as a charge upon the whole line from Beira to XJmtali, subject to a 
prior lien rent charge held by the Mashonaland Railway Company. 

The Beira Junction Railway Company was registered in 1895 with a capital of £62,500 
in 250,000 shares of 5s. In June 1895, £250,000 6 per cent, debentures were issued which, 
under the consolidation scheme, are exchanged for the new 4J per cent, debenture issue. 

The foregoing lines, aggregating 375 miles from Salisbury to the east coast, must be 
distinguished from the system of the Rhodesia Railways, Limited. The history of the 
construction from the south as far as Bulawayo has been traced above. 

In May, 1899, the Rhodesia Railways, Limited, created £4,250,000 further debentures 
at varying rates of interest for the construction of the lines to the North, and 
su]>scriptions were invited for £3,125,000 of that amount at 4 per cent. At the same 
time a further issue of £250,870 3 por cent, debentures (also part of the £4,250,000) 
was made, and the debentures were issued at par to the Mining and Development Com- 
panies in respect of their subscriptions. The companies subscribing were granted, as a 
further consideration, a reduced rate for the carriai;e of a certain proportion of t!ieir mining 
material. The security for the £4,250,000 authorised is : — 

(1.) A first mortga;^'o on the line from Bulawayo northwards, and on land grants of 
some 900 square miles along the railway. 

(2.) A .«ooond mo^tJ,^age on the line from Bulawayo southwards to Vryburg, and 

(3.) A guarantee of both principal and interest by the British South Africa 
Company for 50 years. 

This sum, £4,250,000, is estimated to be suilScient to construct and equip the line from 
Bulawayo through the Wankie coalfield to the Victoria Falls and on to the copper mines in 
the Kafue District, a total of 578 miles, in a<Idition to connecting Bulawayo with Salisbury. 
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Work was commenced on the 30th Maj, 1899, and was progressing rapidly when the 
war with the late Republics broke out, and, owing to the impossibilities of obtaining 
railway material and stores from the south, the directors were compelled to suspend operations. 
It was then decided to extend the railway from the Salisbury end to meet the line from 
Bulawayo. The contract for the construction of the section to the Globe and Phoenix 
Mine was signed on the 28th March, 1900. The line to Gwelo, 188 miles, was completed 
in May, 1902, and opened on the 1st June. The Bulawayo-Gwelo section was completed 
on the 6th October and opened on the 1st December, 1902. The total cost of this line was 
£1,213,000. The Cape Government Railways work the section from Vryburg to Gwelo 
for the Rhodesia Railways, and the section from Gwelo to Beira is worked by the 
Mashonaland Railway Company. 

The Revenue and Expenditure on the Salisbury-Gwelo section — 188 miles — from the 
date of opening to the 30th November, 1902, is as follows : — 





Beceipts. 


Expenditure. 


Net Earnings. 


Intorett Charges. 


June ... - 
July - - - - 
August - - - - 
September . . - 
October - - - - 
November 


£ 8. d. 
9,447 18 9 
9,078 16 
7,825 17 11 
8,139 
8,887 
6,174 


£ 8. d. 
3,987 7 4 
4,076 8 2 
4,408 11 7 
6,033 
4,037 
3,686 


£ 8. d. 
5,460 11 5 
4,999 7 10 
3,417 6 4 
2,106 
4,5.50 
2,488 


£ a. d. 
2,568 4 10 
2,568 4 10 
2,568 4 10 
2,568 4 10 
2,568 4 10 
2,568 4 10 


X 


49,249 12 8 


26,228 7 1 


23,021 5 7 


15,409 9 



A further examination of the route originally proposed to be followed in taking the line 
from Bulawayo to the Zambesi and Tanganyika revealed serious engineering diificultics, and 
the fact that very heavy expenditure would be entailed, coupled with the discovery of most 
valuable coal deposits in the Wankie district, led the directors of the Rhodesia Railways 
Limited to adopt a new route, which, after tapping the Wankie colliery, will cross the Zambesi 
at the Falls and proceed through the basin of the upper Kafue, in which valuable discoveries 
of copper, lead, and zinc have been made, to Tanganyika. 

The construction of the line from Bulawayo to the Wankie coalReld was sanctioned in 
1899, and a contract entered into for the first section of 161 miles from Bulawayo. The work 
was commenced on the 9th May, 1901, and on the 3rd January, 1903, the line had been 
completed for a distance of 155 miles. The Engineers hope to reach the Wankie coalfield in 
April, 1903. 



In order to facilitate the opening up of the valuable gold deposits in the Gwanda district, 
and also, if warranted, the coal measures in the Tuli district, it was decided in 1899 to 
construct a branch lino of standard gauge to the Gwanda district, a distance of 104 miles 
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south-east of Bulawayo. The carrying out of this work was also delayed by the war. The 
earthworks are completed for the whole distance and the rails are now being laid down. 

The construction of a branch line of standard gauge from Gwclo to Selukwe has been 
authorised and is expected to be completed in March, 1903. 

An Ordinance sanctioning the constmction of a line from Salisbury to the Mazoe district 
has been passed recently by the Legislative Council. The distance is some 26 miles, and as 
soon as the survey is completed the construction will at once be taken in hand. 

On the completion of the Railway from Umtali to Salisbury, Rhodesia was being served 
by two lines of railway, namely, from Vryburg to Bulawayo and from Beira to Salisbury. In 
1899 it was decided to form a Trust for the purpose of amalgamating the interests of the 
shareholders of the Rhodesian Railways and the Mashonaland Railway Companies, thus 
enabling an arrangement to be made to adjust the rates for imports on a uniform scale. 
This btep was rendered imperative by reason of the fact that it was decided to extend the 
main line from Bulawayo to Salisbury. 

The Trust was incorporated on the 4 th June, 1899, with a capital of £1,000,000, share- 
holders in the Railway Companies being afforded the opportunity of exchanging their shares 
for Trust shares. There are now outstanding 846,210 shares of the Rhodesia Railways 
Trust, a majority of which are held by the British South Africa Company. 

The Ayrshire Railway, of 2 ft. gauge, is the property of the Ayrshire Gold Mine and 
Lomagunda Railway Company, and runs from Salisbury to the Ayrshire mine — a distance 
of about 80 miles. 

The Ordinance f auctioning the construction of this line was passed in 1901, 
and the railway reached the mine on 13th August, 1902. The cost is estimated at 
£110,000, and the line is being worked by the Mashonaland Railway Company. It is 
intended to extend the Ayrshire line to the Alaska copper mine — a distance of about 30 miles. 

The Ayrshire Gold Mine and Lomagunda Railway Company was registered on 17th April, 
1901, with a capital of £400,000. In May of that year the Rhodesia Exploration and 
Development Company issued £250,000 5 J per cent, debentures, and the payment of interest 
is guaranteed for a period of 20 years from April 1st, 1901, as to 2 per cent, by the British 
South Africa Company, and as to 3^ per cent, by the Rhodesia Exploration and Development 
Company. 

The construction of a further branch line, which will leave the main line in the neigh- 
bourhood of Umtali, to the Penhalonga mine, is under consideration. 



37 



APPENDIX C. 



RHODESIA RAILWAYS LIMITED. 

Statement showing Debenture Interest which will bb Payable when thb wholb ov 
THE Debentures Authorised have been Issued, and Pbobablb Net EABimfas fob 
THE Current Ybar. 

The Rhodesia Railways have been profitable from the start. As each seotion has been 
opened it has contributed to the net earnings. Last year the net earnings were double the 
interest charge on the lines open for traffic. Thus the margin towards the interest charge on 
other sections, as opened for traffic, is slightly over £100,000. It is probable, however (as will 
be seen from the following figures), that this margin of £100,000 a year will not be needed, as 
the sections opened since the close of the last financial year appear to be equally profitable 
from the start. £ ^ ^ jj g^ j^ 

£2,000,000 issued Debentures at 6% require Interest yearly 100,000 

«. or/v/v^^ ,. . J f „ 4^ £3,977,130 „ „ 159,085 4 

£4,250,000 authorised „ { 'j 3^^ mfilO I „ 8.186 2 

Total Debenture Interest in respect of about 

1,600 miles 267,271 6 

Net Earnings for period 1st November, 1901 to 31st 
October, 1902, « 1 year, on Vryburg — 

BulawayoLine 202,112 7 3 

iTe/ I'armn^a for 6 months on the Salisbury-Gwelo section) 1 r23,021 5 7 

Estimate for 6 months )year 123,021 5 7 

The Bulawayo-Gwelo section, 112 miles in length, is open 
for traffic, but no returns are yet to hand. It is 
estimated that the net earnings will be not less than 15,000 

Of the line to the Wankie district 161 miles is now open, 
and in April next the extension to the coal mines 
will be completed — making a total of 208 miles. 
Estimated net earnings . • • . • 55,000 

318,154 18 5 

Thus there would remain a surplus of • £60,888 IS 5 

after paying the debenture interest as above of wb™h^5=3 

£267,211. 6s. Od. without counting the earnings 

from about504 miles, the cost of which is provided 

for under the estimates out of the £4,250,000 

authorised issue of debentures, viz.: — 

Bulawayo to Gwanda, approximately - • 104 miles. 
Gwelo to Selukwe „ - * 25 „ 

Wankie coalfields to the Victoria Falls * 75 „ 
Victoria Falls to Kafue . . - • 300 „ 

504 
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APPENDIX E. 



The following table gives the Revenue and Expenditure of the Mines Department year by 
year, and the figures clearly indicate the satisfactory progress of the industry : — 

MINING DEPARTMENT. 
Revknue axd Expenditure. 





Period. 


Bevenue. 


Elxpenditare. 








£ 8. d. 


£. 8. d. 






1889-92 


1,459 4 3 


5,927 14 2 






1892-93 


2,000 0» 


3,861 7 






1893-94 


3,508 1 6 


4,041 15 6 






1894-95 


8,085 5 6 


8,148 9 4 






1895-96 


9,468 4 6 


15,929 6 






tl896-97 


1,226 9 


10,857 12 7 






1897-98 


26,476 1 


12,695 18 10 






1898-99 ., 


40,304 6 5 


13,937 






1899-1900 


79,472 14 3 


15,002 9 6 






1900-1901 


87,551 14 10 


14,839 7 8 






11901-1902 


77,643 7 10 


16,539 17 11 








X387.096 9 1 


£121.780 13 





* Approziinste. 

t Owing to the Geliellion all mining work wm brought to a standatill. 

% Mining work was interrupted on account of the War, and the revenue suffered in conaequence of repeated 
extensions of time for the payment of orerdue inspection feee. 
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APPENDIX F. 



POSTAGE RATES, 1892. 



Letters, 
per } 02. 



PoBtcards. 



1 



2 
2i 



KewspaperB, 
per 4oz. 



Bookk 



Within Southern Rhodesia ... 
To other parts of South Africa 

To the United Kingdom 
To other places oversea 



"dT 
2 



6 
6i 



d. 






1 Oe,^ 

2oz., 
4 oz., 
f 1 oz., 
2 oz., 
4 oz., 



per oz. 
oz.. Id. 
2d. 
3d. 
Id. 
3d. 
4d. 



3d. per 2 oz. 



APPENDIX G. 



For 



POSTAGE RATES, 1903. 



Letters, per ^ oz. ... 
Postcaids, each 
Reply Postcards, each 

Newspapers : — 

Not exceeding ... 
Each additional 



Sonihem 
KhodesiA. 



Book Packets, Samples and Commercial 
Papers : — 

Not exceeding .. . •••' 

Each additional 

Parcels, per lb 



Id. 
Id. 
2d. 



4 oz., Jd. 
do. 



2 oz., id. (a) 
do. 

Is. Od. 



North-Wefltem 

and North-Eastern 

Bhodesia and all 

parts of South 

Africa tsonth of 

theZambesL 



Id. 
Id. 
2d. 



2 oz., id. 
do. 



2 oz., Jd. (a) 
do. 

Is. 6d. 



(a) The minimum charge for a packet of samples or commercial papers U Id. 

(b) The rate for commercial papers is: — 

Not exceeding 4 os. 
6 „ 
And per* 2 ob. thereafter 

It:, f» :^&n^"ot delivery of a x.«i«tcred .rtid. 



United Kingdom 
and Ck)immeB 



2d. 



4 oz., Id. 
2 oz., id. 



2 oz., Id. (b) 
do. 

Is. 9d. (c) 



Id. 
4d. 
2fL 



jTee xor acKnowxw**^*"'^- - .- 

4.^ « Tinrrfils addressed to other orersea conntnes can usually he calcnUfiul \t^ 



adi^^"g ifl> F^ 



\^ 
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APPENDIX H. 



TELEPHONE TARIFF. 

TXLBPHONB EXOHAKQB LINB8 — 

For the first year ..« • 

For the seoond year 

For the third year ... 

For the fourth and subsequent years ,./ 

Pbivati Wibbs akd Dombstio Sbryiob Tblbpbonb Likbs^ 

For the first year 

For the second year 

For the third and subsequent years 



Per mile. 
£15 15 
U U 
13 13 
12 12 



£12 12 
11 11 
10 10 



lines over one mile in length are charged at the rate of £3. 3s. Od. per quarter mile 
for such additional length. 



APPENDIX I. 





TARIFF FOR TELEGRAMS. 




When Addreased to. 


Charge for 




Ordinary. 


Oypher or Oode. 


Pl«88. 


Places within 
Rhodesia 

Beira Railway 
Offices, the Bechuana- 
land Protectorate, the 
Cape Colony, Natal, 
Orange River Colony, 
Transvaal and Lou* 
renco Marques 

African Trans-Con- 
tinental Offices 

Portuguese East 
African Offices 

European Countries ... 


Is. for 12 words, 
and Id. a word there- 
after. 

2s. for 12 words, 
and 2d. for every 
additional word. 

6s. for 12 or lesser 
number of words, 
and 5d. for each 
additional word. 

68. 6d. for 12 or 
lesser number of 
words, and 6Jd. for 
each additional word. 

2s. 8d. per word. 


l^d. a word, with a 
minimum charge of 
Is. 6d. 

3s. for 12 or lesser 
number of words, and 
3d. for each additional 
word. 

6s. for 12 or lesser 
number of words, and 
6d. for each additional 
word. 

7s. 6d. for 12 or 
lesser number of words, 
and 7Jd. for each 
additional word. 

28. 8d. per word. 


Is. for 48 or lesser 
number of words, and 
Id. for each additional 
4 words or portion 
thereof. 

2s. for each 48 or 
lesser number of words, 
and 2d. for each 
additional 4 words or 
portion thereof. 

5s. for 48 or lesser 
number of words, and 
5d. for each additional 
4 words or portion 
thereof. 

Not accepted. 
Is. OJd. per word. 
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APPENDIX J. 



Extracts from Mr. T. O. Davbt'b Reports. 
L — Northern Copper Company. 

BUMMART. 

" The areas held bj jonr Company constittite a field of exceptional promiae. 

« In the vicinity of your mines all the conditions are in favonr of cheap mining ; in fact) the 
"facilities are all that could be desired. The copper ore deposits throughout the district are 
"singularly free from any associated minerals which might prove deleterious to their treatment 
" Native labour is abundant and of good quality, and the wages paid are considerably lower than 
" those obtained south of the Zambesi. The soil is most fertile, and the country is well watered and 
" healthy. Ample water can be obtained at all seasons for the concentration of ore and other mining 
" purposes, and, if necessary, it will be possible to develop cheaply large supplies of electrical power 
" from the Kaf ue Eiver. Wood fuel is plentiful. There is good prospect of coal being obtained 
" within the boundaries of your concessions, and, failing this, the completion of the railway from the 
" Zambesi will establish direct connection with the Wankie Coalfields, where coal of the best quality 
" yet discovered in Africa exists in unlimited quantities. 

" The principal drawback is want of railway transport. This, however, will disappear within 
" two years, and so far as immediate operations are concerned, the high cost of stores and material is 
" off-set to a considerable extent by the phenomenally low cost of native labour. It will, moreover, 
" be possible to reduce materially the cost of transport by the use of steam traction between the rail- 
" head and the mines. 

" The geological conditions are in favour of the occurrence of payable copper deposits throughout 
" an extensive zone, and perusal of the foregoing report will show that distributed over your areas 
" you have already proved several groups of copper mines. Many of these mines are now being 
" developed at a fair depth in a vigorous and systematic manner, and the remainder only await the 
" completion of necessary arrangements in order to be similarly developed. 

" The prospects of making further new and valuable discoveries are also excellent. Under the 
"heads * Geology' and * Prospecting ' I have already referred to the variety of mineralized 
" formations which exists upon your areas and of the possibility, not to say, probability, of discovering, 
" not only copper, but other metals and minerals of great economic value, which I believe to exist on 
" your properties. 

" From the comparatively mere scratching at the True Blue we have 46 tons of 20 per cent, ore 
" already lying at the surface, and, again, at the Silver King, we have extracted 000 tons of 33 per 
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" cent, ore, and containing 31 ozs. of silver per ton, from simply sinking the No. 1 Shaft and driving 
"about 40 feet of the 100 feet level. In no case have the results of development proved 
** disappointing ; on the contrary, it has invariably happened that more compact and richer bodies of 
" ore have been found at a depth than in the shallow workings. Although the development work as 
'' yet carried out is insufficient to enable me to speak with certainty as to the full extent of any 
^' individual deposit, the number and size of the ancient workings, the character and magnitude of 
« the outcrops, the nature and value of the ores already exposed or brought to the surface, and the 
" fact that in every case where a deposit has been sunk upon there has been no diminution in size or 
" value, lead irresistibly to the conclusion that of the many mines already located by your Company, 
" a large proportion will assuredly be proved on further development to be payable. It cannot be 
" expected that success will be met with in every case, but, if only comparatively few of the properties 
**upon which work is now proceeding justify the high opinion which I have formed of their 
" prospects, the future in store for your Company will be an exceedingly bright one. 

'^ Your interests are being well looked after by the local staff, and I have no doubt that, as soon 
"as the railway reaches the mines, handsome profits should accrue from the working of your 
" properties. 

" From my Keport to the Ehodesia Copper Company, you will see that I also attach very 
" great importance to your large holding in that Company." 



//. — Rhodesia Copper Company, 

Summary. 

" In my report to the Northern Copper Company I have dealt fully with the various 
" reasons which have led me to the conclusion that, so soon as railway communication is 
" established, an important copper-mining industry will be developed within the sphere of 
" operations of your Company ; and as I imderstand that that report will be at your disposal, it 
" is unnecessary for me to repeat the salient features of the situation, beyond stating that the 
" facilities for working your copper properties, and particularly your lead and zinc, are all that 
" can be desired. 

" Up to the time of my departure from the Mines we had unfortunately through lack of 
" white men been unable to carry on any true development work on any of your copper 
" properties. Operations, however, have now been vigorously commenced at such mines as the 
" Lewis, Miyoyo and Bed Eose, and as soon as men are available similar operations will be 
" carried on at the Jumbo, Buffalo, Bhino, Kitakata, &c., and I venture to predict that in every 
" case the results will be satisfactory, and that important deposits of high-grade copper ore will 
" be developed. 

" In the Bhodesia Broken Hill you have undoubtedly a most valuable property, and one 
" which, judging from surface appearances, should result in phenomenal returns and corresponding 
" profits as soon as a railway has reached this section of your property, which I am assured will 
" be within two years from date. 

" The surface deposits are immense, and I have no reason to doubt that their permanency 
at a depth is assured. It will not be wise for me to attempt at the present stage to give you 
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« even an approximate estimate of the value of these ores, suffice it to say that in every case 
« the samples so far assayed have been most satisfactory. I hope, however, to be in a position 
** to give yon fairly correct figures as soon as the work of exploitation, which I laid before 
" leaving the field, has been accomplished. 

'' It may be well to state here that, on the occasion of my first visit to this property, I 
'' formed a high opinion of its value, and that during the seven months that elapsed between 
*' my first and second visits, I had some doubt as to whether my enthusiasm had not led me to 
" form too high an opinion, but I am pleased to say that on the occasion of my second 
" inspection, which was a critical one, I was able to more than confirm the view which I had at 
" first formed, so far as purely surface prospecting could enable me to do so. 

*' I desire again to emphasise the probability of future valuable discoveries being made 
*' within the region to which this report refers. I consequently attach very gieat importance 
*' to the vast unprospected area held by your Company and to its right to peg out a further 
" 7,490 claims outside the limits of the Big Concession." 



